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Man shot to death 
resisting robbery 


S. Baltimore killing one of 
three shootings overnight 


By JUSTIN FENTON 
The Baltimore Sun 


Amid a rash of crimes in South Balti- 
more, Alexander Wroblewski recently told 
co-workers that if he were targeted, he 
wouldn’t go down without a fight. 

On Tuesday morning, Wroblewski 
stared down a robber’s handgun and 
resisted — and lost his life. 


The 41-year-old Locust Point man had 
stopped at a Royal Farms store on Key 
Highway at around 1:15 a.m. Tuesday for a 
snack of milk and cookies after work. He 
was followed out of the store and shot to 
death by an unknown assailant, police said. 

The suspect held the door for him. 

It was the most serious incident yet in an 
area where residents have grown increas- 
ingly alarmed about violent crime. Just last 
week, hundreds attended a safety walk ina 
nearby neighborhood park. 

Police Commissioner Kevin Davis, who 
See SHOOTING, page 11 


KARL MERTON FERRON/BALTIMORE SUN 
A forensics official gathers groceries from 
a paper bag near the spot where Alexan- 
der Wroblewski, a restaurant worker, was 
shot to death after buying a snack early 
Tuesday morning. 
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KENNETH K. LAM/BALTIMORE SUN 


The University of Maryland System is seeking approval of a deal to sell the Donaldson Brown Center. The mansion, built in the 1930s on 
a hill overlooking the Susquehanna River, is one of Maryland’s most visible and iconic homes. 


University system seeks to 
sell Cecil County mansion 


Donaldson Brown Center 
has been costly to operate 


By MICHAEL DRESSER 
The Baltimore Sun 


The University of Maryland, Baltimore 
wants to sell the imposing mansion 
northbound travelers see as they cross the 
Susquehanna River on Interstate 95 be- 
cause it isn’t attracting enough conferenc- 
es. 

The sprawling Port Deposit mansion, 
built in 1938 by industrialist Donaldson 
Brown, is one of Maryland’s most visible 


great homes, with more than 20 
bedrooms, two spiral staircases 
and a breathtaking view of the 
river from a bluff on the Cecil 
County side. 

“He spared no expense when 
he constructed this property,” 
said Del. Kevin Hornberger, a 
Cecil County Republican. “It’s 
really a treasure.” 

The Board of Public Works is 
poised to vote Dec. 6 on a proposal to 
declare the 23-acre Donaldson Brown 
Center surplus state property. It was 
scheduled for a vote Wednesday, but the 
vote was postponed Tuesday after the 


Brown 


governor’s office heard from local 
opponents of the plan, including a 
granddaughter of Brown. 

The surplus declaration is a 
legally required step before the 
University System of Maryland, 
which owns the property, can 
complete its planned sale to a 
private developer who will put the 
center back on the Cecil County 
tax rolls. The selling price is $2.5 
million. 

The University System Board of Regents 
approved the plan to sell in June. Uni- 
versity officials told the board it would take 
See MANSION, page 12 
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Philadelphia officer 
accused of helping 
to sell seized drugs 


By TIM PRUDENTE 
The Baltimore Sun 


The federal corruption case into an elite 
Baltimore police unit has spread beyond the 
city as authorities arrested a Philadelphia 
officer Tuesday and charged him with 
helping distribute drugs stolen by rogue 
local cops. 

Eric Troy Snell, 33, of Philadelphia joins 
eight Baltimore police officers already 
indicted in the growing scandal that has 
brought down the city’s once-celebrated 
gun unit. 

Snell attended the Baltimore police 
academy with Detective Jemell Rayam, one 
ofthe eight Baltimore officers indicted. Last 
year, the two conspired to have Snell sell the 
cocaine and heroin that Rayam and others 
in the unit seized from the streets of 
Baltimore, prosecutors wrote in an indict- 
ment. 

Snell arranged to sell the drugs, then 
shared the cash with Rayam, prosecutors 
wrote. “Snell pulled out a large wad of 
several thousand dollars in cash and paid 
Rayam,” prosecutors wrote of an alleged 
payout in November 2016. 

Snell is charged with one count of 
conspiracy to distribute cocaine and heroin. 
He faces up to 20 years in prison. The 
Philadelphia Police Department will sus- 
pend Snell as the case proceeds, a police 
spokesman there said. 

Online court records did not list an 
attorney for Snell. He is scheduled to 
appear Friday afternoon in US. District 
Court in Baltimore. 

Snell has been a Philadelphia officer for 
three years. He previously served as a 
Baltimore police officer, from July 2005 to 
March 2008. A police spokesman declined 
See INDICTMENT, page 15 
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Sessions tells House panel 
he has not lied about Russia 


Attorney general admits to 
talk with aide about Putin 


By JOSEPH TANFANI 
AND CATHLEEN DECKER 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — U.S. Attorney Gen- 
eral Jeff Sessions repeatedly denied Tues- 
day that he deliberately misled or lied to 
Congress about the Trump campaign’s 
multiple contacts with Russia, saying he 
forgot that two aides told him about their 
meetings with Russian government offi- 
cials during the 2016 presidential race. 

In an often-contentious House Judici- 
ary Committee hearing, Sessions sparred 
for more than five hours with both 


Democrats, who faulted 
him for changing his 
story each time he has 
testified under oath be- 
fore Congress, and 
some Republicans, who 
pushed him to appoint a 
second special counsel 
to investigate Hillary 
Clinton. 

Sessions grew visibly 
angry at times, insisting again and again 
that he “always told the truth” as he 
recalled it, even as he confirmed for the 
first time that an aide offered to help 
arrange a meeting between Trump and 
Russian President Vladimir Putin last 
March. Sessions said he “pushed back” 
See SESSIONS, page 15 
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GAINES LAWSUIT Lawyers for the 6-year-old 
son of Korryn Gaines are disputing key details 
in the Baltimore County Police Department’s 
account of the fatal shooting of the Randalls- 
town woman last year. NEWS PG 2 
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OBAMACARE REPEAL: Senate Republicans 
say they will include a partial repeal of 
Obamacare in their tax plan, using the 
revenues gained to further lower tax rates. 
NEWS PG 6 
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THE RAVENS ARE ON APPLE TV! 


Enjoy TV shows, behind-the-scenes features, live streams and 
more on-demand videos from the comfort of your own home. 
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